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How long have you been in your 
current position at the IAEA?
I joined the IAEA in mid-January 2015, so 
I have been there about two and a half 

quickly, getting getting used to my new 
colleagues, the work environment, the 
inner workings of the IAEA, while also or-
ganising my life in Vienna, looking for an 

tine in a city and surroundings that were 
unfamiliar until then. 

Even today, between meetings and 

Madrid and my other daily obligations, I 

without my realising it. 

been incredible; I have grown and ma-

life, and although I had to make an ef-
fort, it was worth it.

What are the main responsibilities 
of your position?

Fuel Management”, which means I 

in the Nuclear Fuel Cycle and Materials 

follows: two nuclear engineers, one 

stage of the nuclear fuel cycle, before 

once it is declared waste. It includes 

of Nuclear Energy (IAEA)

in Analytical Chemistry) from the 

in 1988 at the Research and 

Navy (CIDA) and she began 
working for the Division of Nuclear 
Fission at the Centre for Energy, 
Environmental and Technological 
Research (CIEMAT) in 1991. Her 
work at CIEMAT was focused on 
R&D activities to characterise low 
and intermediate-level waste, 

for advanced fuel cycles. She has 

2015, she was the Head of Quality 

Technical Secretary of the ALINNE 

International Doctoral Thesis 

the author of several scientific 

on nuclear energy. 
In January 2015, she began working 
at the International Atomic Energy 
Agency (IAEA) as Technical Lead 

Nuclear Fuel Cycle and Materials 

Nuclear Energy. She has recently 
been the scientific secretary of the 
International Conference on “Fast 
Reactors and Related Fuel Cycles” 
(FR17) in Yekaterinburg (Russia), 
organised in collaboration with the 
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fuel storage systems and facilities to 

-
cle activities are carried out, such as 

recovered nuclear materials, as well 

cycles for advanced reactors. 
In this framework, our mission is to 

-

-

-
form our activities we actively collabo-

as well as with other Sections of the De-

We also focus our efforts on dissemi-

meetings, giving lectures, organising 
international conferences and collabo-
rating with other international organisa-
tions and international nuclear energy 

How did the move affect your 
personal life?
There is no doubt that living away from 
home means you inevitably lose many 

of the details of everyday activities, 
but fortunately nowadays we have 
technologies that enable us to be on-

learned to take full advantage of 
the short number of hours that I have 

-

together, something which we have 

be more organised than before and 
-

was not as necessary as I thought and 
that my family gets along very well 

maturity for all the family.

Do you keep in touch with 
Spaniards in the city and in the 
country?

-

contact and communication among 

-
ly come together to have lunch. The 
“table” always welcomes colleagues 

What are the most signi cant 
aspects about your work at the 
IAEA?

mentioned earlier, I would like to em-

-

-

of the R&D activities related to the man-

 

At a Consultancy Meeting on Advanced Fuel Cycles for Waste Burden Minimisation during 
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establishment of synergies and mu-

This allows them to better know their 

-
tional alliances.

One of the activities that gives me 
the greatest satisfaction is organising, 

that advises the Director of the De-

-
-

formation on the status of their nuclear 

the management of 
of interest to the countries are identi-

to them when establishing the IAEA 

What are some things you miss 
from Spain?

Madrid often, but, while it may seem 
trivial, I do miss being able to buy fresh 

days in Madrid. Life in Vienna is very 

live with the Viennese because they 

distant and it is a bit hard to earn their 
trust. Most of my colleagues at the 

-
cialising and with an interest in show-
casing their cultures, so it is easy to 

makes you feel like you are not alone. 
Every time someone new arrives, the 

they quickly feel at home. In general, 

-

character and the weather. 
 
Do you encourage young people 
to broaden their professional 
horizon beyond our borders?
Without a doubt, I believe that it is fun-

other ways of conceiving society and 

and situations that allow us to grow and 

-

-

low-level radioactive waste (CIRES) managed 
by ANDRA in France, during the Technical 

-
active Waste for Countries Embarking on the 

Visiting Dürnstein (Wachau Valley, Austria)

and work methods that they have 
acquired.
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